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A doue ia flight -- yet ever 


descending, a tongue of fire—yet never destroying 

the souls it inflames: symbolic of the HOLY SPIRIT, 

coming to give us His Gifts and graces, and to en- 

kindle our hearts with Divine Love. Prepare for the feast of Pentecost 
with Devotion to the Holy Spirit—which explains all His marvelous 
works and gives many prayers. 


More Precious than Diamonds 

Sanctifying grace is the Holy Spirit’s greatest gift. This booklet 
shows what it is and how it makes us true children of God and heirs 
of heaven. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 

But to receive or make use of these great graces, we must pray 
for them. This treatise makes clear the need for and wonderful effects 
of prayer while explaining how we should pray. 


The Fountains of Salvation 

Through the sacraments the Holy Spirit pours out His fountains 
of grace and salvation. The three sacraments which imprint an in- 
delible character upon our souls—Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 
Orders—are treated here. 


For just 5¢ more we will include with each order of this booklet, 
a set of doctrinal LEAFLETS, describing each of the seven sacraments 
in detail. Handy and up-to-date, they are invaluable for school work, 
missions, and the lay apostolate. 


Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 

One week after Pentecost is Trinity Sunday. Besides the Mass 
of the feast and many prayers, there is a sound explanation of the 
works and “family” relations of the Blessed Trinity. 


What Is God? 

Simple and straightforward, this booklet makes a present-day 
application and interpretation of the nature and operations of our 
Triune God, drawn from the rich treasury of Catholic doctrine and 
literature, both ancient and modern. Will open the eyes of your 
soul to God all around and within you. 


Each booklet 15¢. Reductions on quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Tabernacle 
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The Holy Spirit conveyed the Divine 
fruitfulness of the Father to Mary. Two 
sanctifiers are necessary to souls: the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, for they are the 


only ones who can reproduce Christ. 


Archbishop Martinez 


—— 
J 





Citizenship in Heaven 


HE Ascension, feast of Christ’s enthronement at His Father’s 
side after completing the work He had come to do, is a 
vibrant reminder to us that our true citizenship is in heaven. 
Gazing heavenward, like the disciples of Galilee, we know that 
our Head and Leader sits at the right hand of God in our human 
nature, the wounds in His hands, feet and side blazing in jewel- 
like glory. For our sakes He was obedient even to the death of 
the Cross: “therefore God raised Him up and gave Him a name 
above all names, that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow 
and every tongue confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the 
glory of the Father” (Philip. 2:9-11). 

Yes, Christ ascended into heaven and now reigns in triumph. 
But He ascended—He told us this Himself—to prepare a place 
for us, that where He is we also may be. Christ wants His 
Ascension to fill us with the hope of our own. He is our path- 
finder, or, as St. Thomas Aquinas writes, “By placing His human 
nature in heaven, He has given us the hope of arriving there... 
He has prepared the way of ascending into heaven for us. He 
is our Head, the members are to follow where the Head has gone 
before.” 

St. Leo, the great fifth century Pope and Doctor of the 
Church, was still more emphatic: “Now since the ascension of 
Christ is also our exaltation, it follows that where the glory of the 
Head is passing, there also shall pass the body in blessed hope. 
Hence, dearly beloved, let us rejoice with exceeding great joy, 
and give glad thanks to God. This day not only is the possession 
of paradise made sure for us, but in Christ we have entered the 
glorious heights of heaven. Through the unspeakable mercy of 
Christ we have gained more than ever we had lost by the envy 
of the devil. Once we were thrust from our first happy home by 
our venomous enemy; now we are made one body with the Son 
of God and by Him we are given a place at the right side of the 
Father.” 

The Church, too, wants us to be very sure of our heavenly 
citizenship. In the Collect prayer of the Mass for Ascension Day 
she asks that “we who believe. . .cur Redeemer to have ascended 
into heaven on this day, may ourselves dwell there in spirit.” 
In the Preface of the Mass we thank God the Father “through 
Christ our Lord, who after His Resurrection appeared openly to 
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His disciples and was lifted up to heaven before their eyes, so 
that He might grant us fellowship in His Godhead.” Equally 
insistent on this point is the Communicantes prayer for the feast: 
“United in the same holy fellowship, we celebrate this most 
sacred day on which Thy only-begotten Son, our Lord, won a 
place at the right hand of Thy glory for this frail nature of ours, 
which He had taken upon Himself.” 


By one of those vital paradoxes so at home in Christianity, 
a keen awareness of this heavenly citizenship of ours also de- 
mands a vivid realization of our responsibilities as earthly mem- 
bers of Christ’s Mystical Body. Membership in this Mystical 
Body is, in fact, a condition for citizenship in heaven. Living 
out this membership requires that three fundamental ideas be 
realized: solidarity, interdependence and responsibility. 


Solidarity means that in Christ we are all one, or are in- 
tended to be one, in a unity which completely transcends any 
physical union. We have one Head and we make up one Body. 
Interdependence, in the doctrine of the Mystical Body, means 
that the members need Christ and each other more intimately 
than one cell needs the others of an organism in order to survive. 
Responsibility means that each member of the Body has a task 
to do, one that only he can perform, one that will not be done 
if he fails to carry it through. St. Paul writes: “There are many 
members indeed, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the 
hand: I do not need your help; nor again, the head to the feet: 
I have no need of you.” 


This teaching has been summed up in our times by the 
masterful encyclical of the late Pope Pius XII, Mystici Corporis: 
“Christ requires His members. .. No good can be done, nor virtue 
practiced without its contributing something also to the salva- 
tion of all... The salvation of many depends on the prayers and 
voluntary penances which the members of the Mystical Body of 
Jesus Christ offer for this intention.” If our Christianity has no 
living and transforming influence on us and on others, is it real 
Christianity? 

Each feast of the Ascension should be a reminder to live out 
our membership in the Mystical Body so as to be worthy of our 
heavenly citizenship; so as to be worthy of our Head, Christ, who 
“ever lives to make intercession for us,” and who has promised, 
“T go to prepare a place for you. .. I am coming again and I will 
take you to Myself!” 
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Mary, the Model of Life and of Action 


Pope Pius XII* 


True Devotion to Mary 


OU are aware that at the heart of true devotion to Mary 

there must be, first of all, a sense of respect and veneration 

due to her because of her dignity as Mother of God; secondly, a 

feeling of trust in her power and goodness; and finally, a senti- 

ment of childlike love, that seeks to pay back her Mother’s love 
in some small way. 

But this veneration would not be sincere, the trust would 
not be really deep and the love would be nothing more than 
words and emotions, if the soul that claims to be devoted to 
Mary made little or no attempt to imitate her virtues and repro- 
duce her life in its own. 


The Most Privileged Daughter 


We are well aware that some of her qualities are things 
that we can only regard with wonder and ecstatic admiration: 
things like her Immaculate Conception, her fulness of grace, her 
remaining a virgin while becoming the Mother 
of God. She is the most privileged daughter 
of the Father, and, after Jesus, the most radi- 
ant beam of His glory, the most perfect reflec- 
tion of His image, the most beautiful work of 
His hands. It would be useless to try to re- 
produce her life exactly in ourselves, for she is 
one of God’s masterpieces, even though her 
beauty, like that the moon, is a reflected 
beauty: “fair as the moon,” (Cant. 6:9). 
But this is no reason to stop looking at Mary, much less an 
obstacle to asking her aid in the constant effort you are surely 
making to be clothed with at least some ray of that superhuman 
beauty. 





Learn from Mary 


Learn from her to see things clearly and completely; learn 
from her to live by faith. Proclaim as she did that there is 


*Address to the Fourth Congress of the National Federation of Italian 
Sodalities of Our Lady, April 26, 1958. 
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nothing in heaven you desire outside of God, nothing you want 
here on earth except Him. Say that the one greatest good in 
your life is to stay united to God and to place all your hope in 
God. 

This deep feeling and this determination of yours will guide 
your action; it too will be completely dedicated to God, as Mary’s 
work was dedicated completely to God. A joyful conformity to 
the will of God was one of her prerogatives. We want this 
attitude and this prerogative to become your attitude and your 
prerogative. Be ready, not just for any order and any explicit 
call from God, but even for any hint, for any whisper in the inner 
stillness of your souls. 

It should make no difference whether God offers you joy 
or calls you to sorrow; always be ready to adopt the respectful 
attitude of Mary; be ready to say, as she did, “Fiat.” And 
blessed will you be if the Lord should choose you to suffer with 
Him, to be crucified with Him, and you are still able to pro- 
nounce the “Magnificat.” Great things will be done to you too 
by Him who is mighty. 


Mary, the Model of Action in Behalf of the Church 


Mary in the Life of the Church 


You must already know how intimately and to what extent 
Mary participated in the life of the Church right from the very 
beginning. 

It was with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, that the Apostles 
were gathered and remained praying together when the Cenacle 
was shaken by a violent wind and the tiny community of the 
faithful was overshadowed by the 
Holy Spirit, who filled all of them 
with His gifts. 


Shortly after, Mary was able to 
be present at the first sowing and 
the first miraculous reaping of the 
Christian harvest. Peter spoke 
to the crowds; each listener heard 
the words in his own language, 
bringing forth the first growth of 
the Church. 





6 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


The Dearest of Mothers 


After that day of blessing for the young community of 
Jerusalem, Mary continued, as the dearest of mothers, to watch 
over the Church of Christ. We can be sure that at every moment 
—but especially in times of fear or suffering—Mary’s maternal 
help was felt in the Church. Whenever it seemed that night 
was falling over the whole world, Mary, the Morning Star, would 
shine forth in the heavens. When immense labors bathed the 
Church’s brow in sweat, when its eyes were wet with tears, when 
its flesh was tortured and torn and then nailed like that of Jesus 
to a cross, the Church could feel Mary, the Sorrowful Mother, 
close by. 

Devoted children persevered because of her, and she was 
always ready to encourage her wandering children to return, and 
to welcome them home with infinite tenderness. Her intervention 
never failed to bring protection when the Church was violently 
attacked or treacherously undermined. So the history of the 
Church is a story of the triumphs of Mary. 


The Perfect Sodalist 


So look to Mary, “feel with the Church,” and make its cares, 
its sorrows, its hopes, its joys, your own. The world is God’s 
field, and there is so much land to be plowed, so many furrows 
where seed must be sown, so many plants to be cared for, so 
great a harvest to be reaped! Everybody’s efforts are needed, 
and we want you to be active wherever the Church is taking root 
or growing and spreading with pain and suffering, where it is 
fighting valiantly, where it is scoring glorious triumphs. 

Today there is one thing in particular that deserves an un- 
sparing devotion of your time and energy because of its im- 
portance. The Church has a very special mission during these 
troubled times in human history. 


The Mystical Body 


If it be so that every truth has a special hour of its own, 
then the present time might well be called the hour of the 
Church under her aspect as the Mystical Body of Christ. Try 
especially hard to reach a deeper appreciation of this stupendous 
truth that was proclaimed and brilliantly explained by St. Paul 
the Apostle. 
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For our century has been witnessing the steady organic de- 
velopment of an idea of mankind that is moving as far as it can 
away from the concept of mere alliances between some of its 
various constituent elements and tending instead toward a notion 
of the union of all of these elements in a living, working com- 
munity in the true sense of the word. There is not a political 
or social movement today that does not have this “community” 
concept of individual states and of the world at the basis of its 
whole structure in some way or other. 

Even individuals have more and more each day the feeling 
that they are vital parts of a unique reality, and this has made 
them more aware of their duties toward the whole social 
organism. 

Because this notion is spreading so in the world, We have 
often before said, and We would like to repeat it now for your 
benefit, that the men of our time will listen with renewed interest 
to the teaching that points to mankind as one single body and 
that invites men to be one in heart and one in soul. 


Your Mission 


The mission of the Church today is to prove that only the 
doctrine of Christ offers men something that can save a world 
that lies under the shadow of constant restless- 
ness and man-made tensions; it alone can give 
the world new life. Make this your mission, too, 
for you belong to the Church, and must live in it 
and work for it tirelessly. 

May Mary, your Mother and most loving 
Queen, be the model for your life in the Church 
and for your work for the Church. 








Prayer of Saint Pius X 


O Virgin Mary, our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, thou 
glory of the Christian people, joy of the universal Church, 
salvation of the whole world, pray for us and awaken in all 
believers a lively devotion toward the Most Holy Eucharist, 
that so they may be made worthy to partake of the same daily. 


(500 days indulgence) 
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“41 Have Called You Friends’”’ 


HERE is a whole world 

of meaning in the little 
word “friend.” Webster 
defines it as “one attached 
to another by esteem, re- 
spect and affection; an in- 
timate.” Sacred Scripture 
records the word innumer- 
able times, giving many 
beautiful lights on the gift 
of friendship, such as the 
following: “A faithful 
friend is a strong defense, 
and he that has found 
him has found a treasure. 
Nothing can be compared 
to a faithful friend, and no weight of gold and silver is able to 
countervail the goodness of his fidelity” (Ecclus. 6:14, 15). 

All of us may well ask, “Where is so perfect a friend to be 
found?” It is true that most lives are brightened by the ex- 
perience of a noble friendship, yet this is something that is found 
rarely in a lifetime. Perfect friendship can extend to very few 
persons. And even the deepest human friendship is subject to 
the sword of separation. 

There is no difficulty of that kind with our Divine Friend in 
the Blessed Sacrament. We know He is always waiting for us, 
waiting to share all the secrets of our heart. Recall His words to 
the Apostles on Holy Thursday night, after He had washed their 
feet: “I have called you friends” (John 15:15); and again, 
“Greater love than this no man has, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends” (John 15:13). How often the burdens of life 
weigh heavily on our shoulders. There are days when anxieties 
and trials seem to get the best of us, and it is during hours such 
as these that we seek the understanding and comfort of a friend. 
Or perhaps someone we love is suffering and the helplessness we 
experience in being unable to give relief weighs upon our heart. 
It is then that we must heed the invitation of Our Lord: “Come 
to Me all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). 
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Hidden under the Sacramental veils, our changeless Friend 
is always waiting. Faith must penetrate the veil to discover the 
living Reality. Once we have found Jesus and know the meaning 
of His friendship, the cross itself will serve to unite us more in- 
timately with Him. No matter what our moods, our coldness, 
our sinfulness; He waits, and with a Divine condescension makes 
our suffering His own. Each day He offers Himself to us with in- 
finite possiblities of sanctification, though He knows what little 
use we shall make of them. And each day He offers Himself 
completely to us in the intimacy of Holy Communion. If we but 
open our hearts to Him there is bound to be an influence passing 
from Him to us. It is the law of friendship. If it is true that 
nothing can inspire us, and on the other hand nothing can drag 
us down like our friendships, what can we say of friendship with 
Jesus! 


Not only does our Divine Friend offer us the consolation of 
a perfect understanding of our hearts, He also offers us the 
strength we need to carry our daily crosses. Kneeling in the 
Divine Presence, we grow strong with His strength. The radi- 
ation of Divine light penetrating our hearts lifts our minds above 
the purely natural to an awareness of the spiritual realities which 
should guide our actions. Jesus has told us: “I am come that 
they may have life, and may have it more abundantly” (John 
10:10). It is an increase of this life, the Divine life of grace, that 
He offers us each time we come to Him. We may not see the ef- 
fects of this. The growth of grace in us through the Holy Eucha- 
rist is something as secret and silent as the restoration of tissues 
which natural food brings to our bodies. Only over a long space 
of time, as a rule, can its effects be observed; and even then, 
probably, not by ourselves. 


In the Blessed Sacrament, Jesus continually offers the gift 
of His friendship. May the echo of His loving invitation, “Come 
to Me,” resound in every heart. He waits, and He invites us: 
““Come to Me when you are crushed and weary and without hope. 
Come to Me when you seek understanding and sympathy in your 
miseries. Come to Me when you are burdened with sins and 
tortured by temptation; yes, come to Me when you are in need 
of a Friend to share your joys and enter into your sufferings.” 
And let us be confident that if we “come to Him” on earth, and 
love Him as our Friend, we shall one day hear from His lips 
another invitation: “Come ye blessed of My Father; possess the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
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Prayer to the Madonna 


Thou potent star of ocean’s gloomy deeps, 

That ceaseless vigil o’er our voyage keeps, 
Shine on our lives in splendor ever clear, 

Mother of Christ, thy suppliants deign to hear. 


Thou snow-white bud in God’s fair garden grown, 
Thou Sharon Rose in fullest beauty blown; 
Into our hearts thy sweet perfume distil, 


And make us, Mary, do thy holy will. 


Of maids and mothers thou supreme and blest, 

In whose chaste womb the Child Divine found rest, 
Have gracious mercy on the dead we love, 

And bring them quickly to thy realm above. 


Our hearts are sad, dear Mother, be our friend; 
Our lives are lone, thy hand consoling lend; 
The path has pitfalls, Mary, be our guide, 
Curb thou our senses and put down our pride. 


Our sins are many, Virgin, make them few, 

Our souls are stained, their spotless robes renew. 
Cursed Satan for us hath spread many snares, 
Preserve us, Mary; Mother, hear our prayers. 








He Was OUR Cardinal-- 
Now Our Martyr 


Many of our older subscribers may not be aware that by 
contributing to the caritas work organized by Father Lukas 
Etlin, O.S.B., the chaplain of our Convent, in behalf of semi- 
naries, monasteries, convents, etc. in Central Europe faced with 
ruin after the First World War, they were instrumental in help- 
ing the late Cardinal Stepinac (as well as many other Prelates) 
to reach the goal of the priesthood. To them, in particular, and 
to their families, the “human interest” story given here will be 
of special interest. 


LOYSIUS Cardinal Stepinac, the heroic Archbishop of 
Zagreb, in Yugoslavia, who succumbed as a victim of per- 
secution of the Communist regime on February 10, may well be 
reckoned among the martyrs of our century. Although he did 
not shed his blood for the cause of Christ, surely his long patient 
endurance of maltreatment, acute sufferings, humiliations and 
restrictions for this cause over a period of fifteen years, was a 
true martyrdom. World-wide admiration and esteem for this 
“outstanding father and shepherd of the Church of God” (Pope 
John XXIII) was evidenced by many glowing tributes and ex- 
pressions of sympathy. But the intimate story of his priestly 
vocation is known only to a few, and will be of special interest 
to our subscribers. 


From the time of his birth on May 8, 1898, his devout 
parents longed to have this, their seventh child (in a family of 
eleven) become a priest. This desire was shared by a priest- 
uncle of the boy. Generous sacrifice was added to their prayers, 
particularly on the part of the mother, who fasted three days 
every week to obtain the grace of a priestly vocation for Aloysius. 
This practice she kept up faithfully for thirty years, regardless of 
occurring feasts and festivals. The boy gave promise of respond- 
ing to these desires, and from earliest years was remarkable for 
his piety and for his intense devotion to the Blessed Mother. 
Many were the intimate colloquies he held with his beloved 
Mother, kneeling before a venerated picture of the Madonna 
which hung in their home. 


After completing his elementary studies, Aloysius attended 
the Episcopal Boys’ Seminary in Zagreb, from 1909 to 1916. 
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During the World War, he served in the Austrian-Hungarian 
army for three years, distinguished himself by bravery and good 
conduct, and was commissioned an officer. On July 2, 1918, 
he was captured by the Italian army and spent five months as a 
prisoner of war in Italy. 


On returning home, he seemed to have given up all thought 
of becoming a priest, and for a time studied agriculture and 
economics at Zagreb University. Thus five years passed; but his 
mother, hoping against hope, continued her prayers and fasts. At 
last, after a break of eight years, Aloysius suddenly recovered his 
former idea and in November, 1924, entered the German- 
Hungarian College in Rome (commonly called the Germanico), 
where he remained till July, 1931. 


This college—like many other religious institutes in Central 
Europe—had been faced with the necessity of closing its doors 
because of the war and its tragic consequences, but had been 
saved from ruin by the timely and generous help received from 
American benefactors through the good offices of Father Lukas 
Etlin and the Benedictine Sisters of Clyde collaborating with 
him. (Letters from seminary officials affirming this fact are pre- 
served in our files.) 

Meanwhile, a parallel “drama” was developing in distant 
America. In St. Louis, Missouri, a Mrs. Emilie Havlik, the 
mother of thirteen children, likewise cherished a heartfelt desire 
to have at least one of her sons become a priest. A woman of 
great faith and devotion, she prayed and offered many sacrifices 
toward this end. Daily she assisted at Mass and received Holy 
Communion, persevering in a saintly life through many trials and 
hardships. Perceiving, in time, that her desire would not be 
realized in her own family, she resolved to “adopt” a needy 
student in a European seminary by saving pennies and nickels 
to help to educate him for the priesthood. This idea was inspired 
by reading the appeals of Father Lukas in “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.” 

In 1928, when close to death’s door, she revealed her 
“secret” to her family, and directed that the money be sent to 
the Benedictine Sisters at Clyde, who were continuing the caritas 
work of Father, who had been called to his eternal reward the 
previous year. Providentially, the money was sent to the 
Germanico in Rome, and shortly afterward word was received 
that it had been assigned to a very promising student named 
Aloysius Stepinac, who had still three years to complete his 
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studies. The letter of thanks described the student as a man of 
ripe experience and of an extremely amiable character, always 
ready to do any service for his fellow-students—one who promised 
to become an excellent priest and to do great honor to his 
benefactors. 


On the feast of Christ the King, October 26, 1930, Aloysius 
Stepinac was ordained to the priesthood, and offered his first 
solemn Holy Mass on the feast of All Saints. After a year of 
postgraduate work, he left the Germanico with a doctorate in 
theology and psychology, to work in his native diocese. A man of 
outstanding character, virtue and talent, promotions followed 
swiftly, and on the feast of St. John the Baptist, June 24, 1934, 
he was consecrated a Bishop, and appointed Coadjutor to the 
Archbishop of Zagreb. Three years later he succeeded to 

the Archbishopric. 


In the stormy years 
of the Nazi persecu- 
tion, Archbishop 
Stepinac was the fear- 
less leader and cham- 
pion of the people, 
thousands of whom he 
saved from death, im- 
prisonment and star- 
vation by his coura- 
geous intervention and 
his boundless charity. 


The history of his 
arrest by the Com- 
munist regime in 
1946, and his sen- 
tence to sixteen years 
of forced labor for al- 
leged treason and 
other _ trumped-up 

Aloysius Cardinal Stepinac charges is well known, 

(Photo taken before his arrest) and need not be re- 
peated here. Also his 

release from prison confinement in 1951 and his removal to his 
native village of Krasic, where, though not actually imprisoned, 
he was constantly kept under strictest guard and was not per- 
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mitted to exercise his episcopal duties. Anxious to get rid of 
him, the government had offered him liberty on condition that 
he leave the country, but the courageous Prelate replied: “I 
am completely indifferent concerning thoughts of my liberation. 
I know why I suffer. It is for the rights of the Catholic Church. 
I am ready to die each day for the Church. The Catholic Church 
cannot be nor will it ever be the slave of any regime.” And so 
he stayed on—his very presence, though restricted and con- 
fined, a powerful reproach to his captors and a gallant contribu- 
tion to the cause of truth and human dignity. And those fifteen 
years of silent heroism, endured without complaint, gave to the 
world, and especially to his own harassed people, a sublime ex- 
ample of courage and confidence in God. 


When, in November, 1953, Pope Pius XII elevated him to 
the dignity of a Cardinal, he did not go to Rome to be formally 
installed as a member of the Sacred College because of well- 
grounded fears that the government would not allow him to 
return if he left the country. 


In a letter written about two months before his death, de- 
clining to appear as a witness before the district tribunal of 
Osijek because of serious illness, Cardinal Stepinac revealed his 
continued defiance of the Church’s persecutors, and the martyr- 
dom of suffering he had endured through the years of his con- 
finement. Due to various serious ailments, brought on or ag- 
gravated by his condition, he was rarely without pain, especially 
during the last five years. Because of operations on both his 
limbs, he was no longer able to walk, but dragged himself along 
as best he could with a cane, in order to take a little fresh air 
and exercise according to doctors’ recommendations. 


He concluded the letter with these truly Christlike words: 
“Tf you have provoked me to speak of your inhuman treatment 
during these long years, do not take it badly, since, as the Roman 
said, ‘There are certain limits!’ My jailers may continue to 
mount guard according to your instructions so as to make my 
life impossible, but I know what my duty is. With the grace of 
the Lord, I will fulfil it to the end—to the end, without the least 
hatred, without the least revenge on anyone, but at the same 
time without fear of anyone.” 


Like Christ, whom he had served so courageously and loy- 
ally, and for whom he willingly laid down his life, the brave 
Cardinal breathed forth his soul with a prayer for forgiveness for 
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his persecutors: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” 

During the years of his confinement in Krasic, Cardinal 
Stepinac was allowed to offer Holy Mass each day, when his 
physical condition permitted. He was able at times also to give 
assistance to the local pastor in his pastoral duties. He drew 
strength and fortitude from Our Lord in the Tabernacle, and 
the Blessed Sacrament and Holy Mass were for him a fountain 
of grace and holiness, enabling him to withstand unto death the 
forces of evil, and to do so without bitterness or complaint. His 
devotion to the Mother of God, already so ardent in his early 
boyhood, had grown with the years, and became for him a second 
pillar of strength in his great and long-continued trials. When, 
on October 11, 1946 (the feast of Mary’s Maternity), he was 
condemned by the so-called People’s Court, he declared; “As 
for myself and the verdict, I seek no mercy. My conscience is 
clear.” A few months before, he had defended the Immaculate 
Virgin Mother with these glowing words: “Do you not know that 
for Catholics and Orthodox, the Mother of God enshrines the 
holiness of thoughts and affections?” In his last will, he urged 
his people to remain faithful to the Church at any price, even 
that of life itself, if necessary, and to venerate the Blessed Virgin 
Mary with a sincere and constant affection. 


The earthly career of this noble servant of God has ended, 
but with our Holy Father, Pope John XXIII, may we not “be- 
lieve and hope that, in the grace and light of the Lord, he will 
extend his protection to the whole Sacred College, and to the 
entire Church and all of Yugoslavia”? Surely he will manifest 
his gratitude also in a special way toward those who were in- 
strumental in helping him to reach his priestly goal. Though first 
place must be conceded, no doubt, to the benefactress who actu- 
ally contributed toward his education, certainly we may count 
among his benefactors also those many other generous souls who 
contributed to the caritas work which made it possible for the 
seminary to continue in existence; and this is true of endl other 
students and religious institutions. 

And surely Cardinal Stepinac would be the first to acknowl- 
edge that he owed a debt of gratitude also to Father Lukas Etlin, 
although he received a special scholarship only after the 
latter’s death. Yet, as mentioned above, he had been a student 
since 1924 at the Germanico, which was actually kept in exist- 
ence through the financial help sent by Father Lukas. Father 
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Lukas, too, was an ardent lover of the Blessed Sacrament and of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, in whom he found strength, light and 
joy in his arduous labors and hidden sacrifices and sufferings. 
May we not think of these two kindred souls, united now in the 
praises of God and of the Virgin Mother whom they love so ar- 
dently and served so devotedly in life? 


As our readers are aware, the Cause for the Beatification of 
Father Lukas is being studied, but the process is painstaking 
and slow because of the rigid requirements of Canon Law and 
the immense amount of work involved. So we ask our kind 
readers to continue their prayers for its success. Favors re- 
ceived through the intercession of Father Lukas should be re- 
ported either to our Convent or to the Vice Postulator for the 
Cause at Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri. 








“That My Joy May Be Yours” 


On March 19, feast of St. Joseph, our Community at Clyde 
shared in the joy of the Lord in witnessing the first Profession 
of Sister M. Liguori Mindrup of Spokane, Washington, and Sister 
M. Joseph Wilson of Leucadia, California, and the final Profes- 
sion of Sister M. Kevin McGrath of St. Louis, Missouri. 

Though this ceremony of religious Profession takes place 
annually here at the Motherhouse, it is always an occasion of 
profound spiritual joy. Joy that another soul has given herself 
completely to Christ and that in this giving the Church is en- 
riched with a further channel of grace. For that is the life of a 
Benedictine Adorer: to achieve holiness through the perpetual 
adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the observance of 
the Benedictine Rule. Kneeling in the Living Presence of Christ 
enthroned in the monstrance, the Sisters 
pray for the needs of souls everywhere, unit- 
ing their lives to the sacrificial offering of 
the Host. 

Young ladies between the ages of 16 
and 30, interested in the life of a Benedic- 
tine Adorer, are invited to write for more 
information to: 


Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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St. Florian — Patron of Firemen 


FIRE Chief Tom Baily wiped the perspiration from his face and 
heaved a sigh of relief. The station clock struck 4 A.M., and the men 
were tired. “Quite a blaze tonight, Chief,” remarked one of them. “But 
as usual you brought us through with flying colors. Here, better take 
a cup of hot coffee.” 

“Thanks, Jack, don’t mind if I do,” replied the Chief. As he stirred 
the cup of steaming coffee, he continued: “Don’t give me too much 
credit for the success we had tonight, though. St. Florian is the one who 
helped us get the fire under control.” 

“St. Florian?” asked Jack, ‘“‘who’s he?” “St. Florian is the patron 
saint of firemen, and I carry his relic with me whenever I’m on duty,” 
explained the officer. “The blaze from that old warehouse could have 
caused a lot of damage. This isn’t the first time I’ve experienced his 
help, and I know it won’t be the last!” 

“Tell me more about him, Tom. I'd like to get on the good side of 
him too!” 

“St. Florian was a Roman martyr, and is numbered among the patron 
saints of Poland. His fame as the patron of firemen started in that 
country in the twelfth century, when many fires were spreading. King 
Casimir sent ambassadors to Pope Lucius III to request relics of some 
martyr who could be invoked against the scourge of these fires. The 
Pope graciously sent the relics of St. Florian to the King. One of the 
arms of the saint was enshrined in a special chapel dedicated to his 
honor, and the rest of the relics were placed in the Cathedral church in 
Cracow, where I understand they remain to this day.” 

“But what about the saint himself? Tell me something of his life.” 

“Well, it seems not much is known about him, only that he was an 
officer in the army of Emperor Diocletian, and when he was accused of 
being a Christian, he boldly professed his faith in Christ. After refusing 
to sacrifice to pagan gods, he was thrown into the Ens River with a mill- 
stone tied to his neck. His feast is celebrated on May 4. If you ever see 
a picture of a saint putting out a fire with a bucket of water, you'll 
know it’s St. Florian, the patron of firemen!” 


————— eaeeeeeereer sere—inrw OO aEaEeaeaeaEaEeaeeaereaeaeeeamesms ss 


AKE your CANDLE burning before the Blessed Sacrament 
during May an act of thanksgiving to the Mother of God, 
whose “Fiat” brought us Christ. For an offering of 50¢ a 
candle will be burned for a day and a night; one week for 
$3.50; one month for $12.00. 

For an offering of 10¢ a VIGIL LIGHT will be burned 
for your intentions before the Shrine of the Infant of Prague 
or before the relics of any Saint in our Relic Chapel. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Holy Spirit Novena 


MAY 26 — JUNE 4 





The first Novena publicly made in the Church 
received an immediate and overpowering answer from 
God. God answered with God: in the descent of the 
Third Person of the Blessed Trinity. In the form of 
a rushing wind and tongues of fire, the Holy Spirit 
came down upon the first disciples, filling them with 
courage and initiative, clarifying and illuminating for 
them all that Christ had taught. 

It is in the same spirit that the Church makes the 
Novena to the Holy Spirit today. Like the disciples, 
she spends the nine days between the Ascension and 
Pentecost in a spirit of prayerful waiting, confident 
that Christ will keep His promise and send “another 
Comforter.” We need the Holy Spirit in our world 
today as never before. We need the Spirit of Love to 
set our charity in order, to show us how to love Christ 
and each other. We need the Spirit of Wisdom to 
teach us true values. We need the Spirit of Fortitude 
to endow us with spiritual courage, with spiritual dar- 
ing and endurance. We need the Spirit of Temperance 
to guide us in the use of temporal things so that eter- 
nal ones are not lost. 

Join us in this greatest of Novenas, then, with 
special fervor and urgency this year. Pray for the 
Church, for our country, for the sick and suffering, for 
sinners. Pray also for your own needs. Send us your 
personal intentions to be placed on our Exposition Al- 
tar, and they will be remembered in each of our five 
Eucharistic Sanctuaries. As a Novena prayer say the 
Glory be to the Father nine times daily—and mean it! 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Carpenter of Nazareth 


ABOR has been wonderfully dignified, not only by our Di- 
vine Lord in His Sacred Humanity, but also by St. Joseph, 
the carpenter of Nazareth. Chosen by God to fulfil a mission 
unequalled in magnitude and dignity—that of Foster Father of 
the Son of God and Husband of the Mother of that Son—St. 
Joseph’s life was nevertheless to be identified with those of the 
majority of mankind who must earn their livelihood by hard 
work, of whatever kind. In spite of his exalted dignity, Joseph 
remained in the eyes of the world the humble village carpenter, 
earning his daily bread and supporting his Family by toil. 
The working-world rejoiced when Pope Pius XII dedicated 
May 1 to St. Joseph as a day to be observed each year in his 
honor as Patron of Workers. Before him, Pope Pius XI had 
proclaimed St. Joseph the Model and Patron of Workers, and 
had placed the campaign of the Church against Communism un- 
der the standard of St. Joseph, the protector of the Church. 
It is, we might say, natural for Catholics to have a special 
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devotion to St. Joseph; for how can one help loving and venerat- 
ing one who was so near and dear to Jesus and Mary, and who 
in his own right has so many claims on our love? It seems 
specially fitting, though, that working people (and that includes 
most of us) should cultivate a solid and tender devotion to him. 
And what a fine model he is for all of us! He spent his days in 
hard work, in a lowly trade, with the crude tools then available, 
in a small shop with few if any conveniences, unnoticed by his 
townspeople, who saw nothing unusual or remarkable in his life. 
And yet in God’s sight how beautiful and meritorious was that 
life because of the perfect dispositions of St. Joseph’s soul! 


He was subject, no doubt, to the whims, the arrogance, the 
unreasonableness, and even the stinginess of the people, who 
sometimes begrudged him even the small fee he demanded for 
his work. Perhaps, too, work was scarce at times, and St. Joseph 
had to “walk the streets” in search of employment. He was 
probably treated with rudeness often enough, on such occasions, 
and received many a rebuff from his fellow-townsmen, who were 
not particularly noted for courtesy. 


When tempted to complain of the hardships of our lot in life, 
let us look up to the carpenter of Nazareth in his humble work- 
shop. And if ever tempted to rail against those whose social 
position, we think, places them in a “privileged” class, beyond 
the reach of hardship and privation, let us quell the pride and 
rebellion in our hearts and thank God for having placed us in a 
condition of life which associates us more closely with the Foster 
Father of Jesus, and even with Jesus Himself; for He, too, was 
a carpenter, laboring in Joseph’s workshop and sharing his toil. 
Let us seek to imitate St. Joseph in his close union with Christ, 
and in his loving, faithful service of his Son and his God in the 
perfect accomplishment of his daily tasks. Let us seek to imitate 
him too in his devoted love for his immaculate Spouse and his 
self-sacrificing, self-forgetting labors for her support. 


As said before, the vast majority of people are destined like 
St. Joseph, to spend their days in obscurity, doing the daily 
humdrum tasks which make up the fabric of their lives. Like 
him, they are destined to live out their lives in a simple, ordinary, 
unpretentious way, differing outwardly very little or not at all 
from their neighbors. Like St. Joseph, they can convert the 
daily routine of their lives into a perfect service of God by their 
purity of intention. And like him, they can win for themselves 
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a high place in heaven by their daily fidelity to duty, made meri- 
torious by being offered as a prayer and a sacrifice to God. 

What a wonderful consolation, and what a source of 
strength, light and encouragement to look up to St. Joseph as 
our model and patron, and to know he is not only willing but 
also able to help us in all our needs! 


In our prayers to St. Joseph let us not fail to recommend to 
him also the peace of the world and the welfare of the Church, 
remembering that he was placed in charge of the fight against 
Communism by Pope Pius XI, who concluded his Encyclical on 
that subject with these words: 


“To hasten the advent of that ‘peace of Christ in the king- 
dom of Christ’ so ardently desired by all, We place the vast 
campaign of the Church against world Communism under the 
standard of St. Joseph, her mighty Protector. He belongs to 
the working-class, and he bore the burdens of poverty for him- 
self and the Holy Family, whose tender and vigilant head he 
was. To him was entrusted the Divine Child when Herod loosed 
his assassins against Him. In a life of faithful performance of 
everyday duties, he left an example for all those who must gain 
bread by the toil of their hands. He won for himself the title of 
the Just, serving thus as a living model of that Christian justice 
which should reign in social life.” 


Motherhood 


OW great a marvel of God’s creation was His Mother! When 

He chose to walk among us as man, He fashioned for Him- 

self a creature full of grace, unstained by any sin, and He chose 
this Woman for His Mother. When Mary brought forth her 
Divine Child at Bethlehem, she welcomed into this created world 
the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, adoring Him as God, and 
loving Him with all the tenderness of her maternal heart. As we 
follow Him through the pages of the Gospel, her shadow seems 
ever to fall upon the path He treads. She is always a Mother, 
loving, suffering, silently waiting for “His hour.” And at the end 
she stands, the perfect Mother, co-redeeming and receiving as her 
own the spiritual sons and daughters Jesus entrusted to her as 
He hung upon the Cross. She was the one creature who was to 
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share His entire mortal life with Him. She, who had welcomed 
Him into the world and held Him close to her heart at Bethlehem, 
was the Mother into whose arms the lifeless body of Jesus was 
laid when it was taken down from the Cross. 


Mary is the great ideal of Christian Motherhood. This 
womanly ideal is not so much the accumulation as it is the blend- 
ing together, the fusing, of all the virtues which from the begin- 
ning the Almighty Creator intended woman should possess, and 
with which He has endowed her by nature and by grace. Pru- 
dence, justice, fortitude, temperance, faith, hope, charity, pa- 
tience, gentleness, strength of will, self-sacrifice, chastity—put 
all these virtues together, let them become ingrained in the very 
substance of a woman’s soul and you will have the ideal Christian 
woman. With this ideal, woman can lift herself and man to the 
loftiest heights of spiritual and moral excellence, and without this 
ideal she will drag herself down, and man with her, to the lowest 
depths of moral degradation. 


On the second Sunday of May, we shall pay loving tribute 
to our mothers. The heart of a mother is a work of Divine Love, 
and it is by love that motherhood is expressed—the highest form 
of human love. What greater return could we give to our moth- 
ers than a gift of spiritual value, a gift which will be an expres- 
sion of our grateful love both in time and in eternity? Our 
Association of Perpetual Adoration offers to each member a per- 
petual remembrance in prayer before the most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed in each of our five sanctuaries. A gift such as this is 
one which any mother will treasure. An offering according to 
your means and generosity will entitle your mother to a perpet- 
ual membership. For an offering of ten dollars she will share in 
greater benefits. In either case an attractive folder will be sent 
suitable for a Mothers’ Day gift. Departed mothers may also 
be enrolled. 


Let us also turn to our heavenly Mother on this day and 
beg her protection. Her concern for her children is evident in 
her various apparitions throughout the centuries. Let us ask 
her to fill our Christian mothers with her spirit and to uphold the 
beautiful privilege of motherhood, which today is being so 
strongly attacked. Her greatest title is that of Mother of God, 
and it was for our redemption that she was privileged to bear 
this title. Let us remind Mary of this on this Mothers’ Day of 
1960 and earnestly beg her to “show thyself a Mother!” 
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Birthday Dress 


ITH this May issue, TABERNACLE and PURGATORY 

is fifty-six years old. To celebrate its birthday, it is wear- 

ing a new “dress,” which we hope our readers will like. In blue 

and silver, Our Lady’s colors, the cover pictures a tabernacle 

with wheat sheaves and grapes, traditionally associated with the 

Holy Eucharist. As one of the chief aims of our magazine is to 

promote devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, the tabernacle hold- 

ing the Bread of Life was chosen as an appropriate symbol of this 
Eucharistic apostolate. 

Over the years, you, our friends and readers, have shared in 
a very intimate way in this apostolate. Your interest, your sub- 
scriptions and encouragement have helped us to establish and 
maintain four Eucharistic Sanctuaries, founded from the Clyde 
motherhouse. In each of our five convents, Sister-adorers kneel 
before Christ enthroned in the monstrance as your representa- 
tives. Because your families, your work, do not permit you to 
spend all the time you would like before the Sacrament of God’s 
Love, we take your place there and offer Him the love, the praise, 
the reparation and the petitions which your own hearts would 
like to pour out before Him. At each hour of the day and night, 
all our friends and benefactors are especially remembered, and 
urgent intentions entrusted to our prayers are pleaded in the 
living Presence of the God of all mercy. 

As we enter upon our fifty-seventh year, we want to say 
“thank-you” for your interest and encouragement, to promise 
you the continuing help of our prayers and to ask your help to 
make our magazine a better instrument of the Eucharistic apos- 
tolate. You can do this by your prayers that God will bless our 
work and send us vocations; by helping us to obtain new sub- 
scriptions, by recommending TABERNACLE and PuRGATORY to 
your friends or giving it as a gift for weddings, graduations, 
ordinations, etc. May the God who makes His home among us 
bless you for all you do! 


PREMIUM 


During May we shall offer as a premium for each NEW subscription 
a small black Rosary with ebony, metal-tipped. Crucifix. This Rosary will 
be blessed with the Apostolic, Brigittine, Crosier and Dominican indul- 
gences before sending; OR a brown scapular (Mount Carmel). | Please 
state which you prefer. . Subscription Rates: $2.00 a year, Canada and 
foreign countries: $2.25 a year. ; 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Mother of Life 


HE sacraments, those healing gestures of Christ prolonged in 
space and time, are seven great sources of spiritual life and 
holiness. They are the fulfilment of the age-old prophecy of 
Isaias: “You shall draw waters with joy out of the Savior’s 
fountains” (Is. 12:3). From the Wounds of Christ on Calvary 
these saving fountains sprang. We were redeemed by Christ’s 
life, death and resurrection, and through the sacraments the 
fruits of this redemption are effectively applied to us. They 
make available today what was done once for all in Christ’s 
Passion. Our Christian life is truly rooted in the sacraments; 
they bring the charity of God, the riches of the Savior to us. 


Through the sacraments we are linked to Christ. It is His 
Humanity that sanctifies us in them. In his Gospel St. Luke 
says: “Power went forth from Him and healed all” (6:19). 
Perhaps we would have the clearest idea of the sacraments if we 
saw them as the continuing activity of Our Lord. Watching 
Christ heal the sick by word and touch in the Gospel scenes, we 
find Him using His human nature as the instrument of Divine 
power. When He was on His way to the house of Jairus, hemmed 
in on every side by the thronging crowd, Christ still knew that 
someone had touched Him, and touched Him in a special way. 
“Someone touched Me, for I perceived that power had gone forth 
from Me” (Luke 8:46). The sacraments are still the “going 
forth” of that special power. The only difference is that now the 
priest performs these gestures, says these words as an instrument 
of Christ, but the power and the efficacy are Christ’s today as 
then. It is Christ who is immediately active in every sacramental 
gesture. 


Baptism brings us to spiritual birth. Confirmation makes 
this new life active and fruitful. The Holy Eucharist nourishes 
and perfects it. Penance heals and renews it. 'The:purpose of 
each of the sacraments is to unite us ever more perfectly to Christ 
so that we may grow “to the mature measure of the fulness of 
Christ” (Eph. 4:13). And in the spiritual life, as in the natural, 
there is one who cherishes, guides and watches over this growth: 
a mother, our Mother, who is at the same time the Mother of 
God. Our Blessed Lady gave the Son of God His humanity— 
that humanity which is still active in the sacraments. Today 
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she mothers our growth through the sacraments, as once she 
mothered the growth of the Boy Jesus. Mary is our spiritual 
mother, with a maternity destined to last for all eternity. God 
by a loving free choice willed to have need of Mary not only for 
the Body of her Son, but also for His work. By sharing in His 
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work, she enters most intimately into the sacramental system. 
Having taken part in the Sacrifice of her Son, she now takes part 
in the communication of the fruits of that Sacrifice: the Mass 
and the sacraments. 


When we say that Mary mothers our growth through the 
sacraments we do not mean that Our Blessed Lady intervenes 
in any way between the sacramental sign and the effect which 
it produces. No, the sacraments produce their effects of them- 
selves in anyone who receives them worthily. We never see Mary 
visibly active in the sacraments. She is not a priest, and her 
activity is not outwardly revealed. But it is none the less real. 
The humanity of Christ is God’s great sacrament and this hu- 
manity was given through Mary. “From her, the first origin of 
the Blood of Jesus, began to pour out the glorious flood of graces 
which flows into our veins through the sacraments and carries 
the spirit of life into the whole body of the Church” (Bossuet). 


Both the dispositions for the worthy reception of the sacra- 
ments and the sacramental graces come to us through the merits 
and intercession of Our Lady. For she is the mediatrix of all 
graces: “Mother of Divine Grace” we truly name her in the 
Litany of Loreto. By her free consenting to the will of the 
Father, Mary became not only the Mother of the Savior, who is 
the Author of all grace, but also our Mother. By her fiat to 
Gabriel’s message, Mary conceived us spiritually. On Calvary 
she became our Mother in a still more perfect way. Uniting her- 
self to the sacrifice of Jesus, willing His Death for our salvation, 
Mary contributed in an intimate, profound and direct way to 
that salvation. Moreover, it was on Calvary that Jesus officially 
proclaimed her to be our Mother. Tradition has always held 
that His words to St. John were not intended for the beloved 
disciple alone, but went on and beyond: Mary is to be the 
Mother of all who are saved by the Cross of Christ. As the 
Dominican theologian, Garrigou-Lagrange, writes: “The words 
of the dying Savior, like sacramental words, produce what they 
signify: in Mary’s soul they produce a great increase of charity 
and of maternal love for us; in John, a profound filial affection, 
full of reverence for the Mother of God. This is the origin of 
devotion to Mary.” 

Our Blessed Mother’s relation to the sacraments is perhaps 
most clear when we consider the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist. The Church herself, in insisting on the truth of Our 
Lord’s presence in the Blessed Sacrament, proclaims that It 
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contains the Body born of the Virgin Mary. Holding out her 
new-born Son to the shepherds at Bethlehem and to the Magi, 
it was Mary’s desire to give Him to all men. That wish finds its 
fulfilment in the Holy Eucharist, when Christ becomes the Food 
of souls. Mary desires us to have this Food, for in the accom- 
plishment of this mystery of the Holy Eucharist, Mary’s will is 
as Closely united to that of the Father and the Son as it was in 
the mystery of the Incarnation and Redemption. St. Thomas 
Aquinas teaches that the Holy Eucharist is the fulfilment of the 
Divine giving. God so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son. The Son so loved us that He delivered Himself 
up for our redemption. -Mary, too, in the overflowing greatness 
of a love that is tender and wise and strong, gives us her Son. 
Mary stood by the Cross on Calvary, and this same intimate 
association continues in the perpetual prolongation of Calvary 
which is the Sacrifice of the Mass and Holy Communion. 

In all the other sacraments also, Mary plays her gracious 
part. Baptism gives us the right to call her Mother, the right 
to her powerful protection and help. After Confirmation, what 
better model of the true soldier of Christ could we find than 
Mary, the Valiant Woman of the Scriptures and the Virgin most 
Powerful? For the grace of a good confession, to whom can we 
go with greater confidence than to Mary, the Mother of Mercy, 
who teaches us that God’s mercy is above all His gifts? The 
priest finds in Mary, the Mother of the Eternal High Priest, the 
model and inspiration of his life as another Christ, Married 
couples seeking to live out the graces of the great Sacrament of 
Matrimony, come to know Mary as the wedding guests at Cana 
knew her: watchful, provident, attentive to every need. And 
finally at the hour of our death, Mary is there, there as the Gate 
of Heaven and the Help of Christians. 

Mother of Life, we call Our Lady in all truth; Mother of our 
spiritual striving, Mother who will do all in her power to see “that 








we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ”—those 
promises fulfilled in the sacraments. 
am O Mary, help me to live in God, with God 
Sor and for God. ; 
MAY (300 days indulgence) 
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“For We Walk by Faith’’ | 


(2 Cor. 5:7) 


HERE is a certain feeling of urgency in the lives of many 

of us today. It is like a disease infecting all our activities 

with a feverish intensity. We set about to do what we are doing, 

to go where we are going, to achieve what we are striving for, 

with an urgent insistence on success—immediate and_ predeter- 

mined. But when conflicts and delays arise to disrupt our care- 

ful plans, we are bewildered and indignant. “How could this 

happen to me? If I had only known, if someone had only warned 
me!” 

But can our lack of warning be blamed? Or is it not rather 
that we have directed our energies toward the wrong goal? For- 
tunate indeed if our complaints involve only material losses. But 
what of the lament that must arise from the poor souls in purga- 
tory who realize with penetrating clarity the complete helpless- 
ness of their present state? They know now, with their most 
precious goal—heaven—virtually within their reach, how un- 
warranted were their complaints in this world and how many 
priceless opportunities for merit they ignored because they could 
not see the ultimate treasure in heaven. There are hounds 
trained for hunting that are able to track down only what they 
can see; and when their prize slips from view, they are lost and 
helpless to proceed. But there are other hounds who hunt by 
scent—by faith, as it were. Even when the trail seems lost for 
a time, they keep searching until it is found again and they are 
on their way as before. If heaven is our goal, then our faith will 
search for the scent of Divine Providence in each trial as it con- 
fronts us. We will seek with hope even when the “trail” seems 
most lost and hidden. 

The helplessness of the poor souls in purgatory is like that 
of the paralytic in the Gospel story (Luke 5:18-26): incapable 
even of seeking Our Lord’s help to cure his condition. He had to 
depend entirely on the compassion and generosity of his still 
active friends. The four neighbors, you will recall, found their 
way blocked into the house where Jesus was teaching. But with 
great persistence they resorted to removing the tiles from the 
roof and letting their helpless companion down into the very 
midst of the gathering. And Our Lord, “seeing their faith,” 
healed not only the malady of the body but also the graver illness 
of the sin-stained soul. 
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Our suffering brethren may not have been great sinners, but 
they did fail to attain their own personal degree of sanctity— 
the entrance fee into heaven. Often we fail as much by sloth 
and lack of intent in our spiritual life as by actual commission 
of deliberate sin. If we do not make our works count for God 
by a good intention, then they may count for nothing. If we do 
not try to see God’s will even in the hard and painful trials of 
life, then we may complain of Divine Providence in a way we 
would never dare to criticize a fellow worker. 

The poor souls must regret most those lost opportunities for 
grace—the Holy Masses at which they might so easily have as- 
sisted but did not, the Holy Communions they could have re- 
ceived, with a little effort—and the little sins of impatience and 
uncharitableness hardly noticed in the bustle of busy lives or at 
least not seriously retracted and repented of. Let us take our 
warning now lest we too fall into the most terrible helplessness 
of all—the delay of our immediate entry into heaven. Not for- 
getting our friends and relatives who may still be suffering this 
privation, let us “remove the tiles” by our fervent assistance at 
Holy Mass, and lower the helpless souls before Our Lord by 
our prayers, that on the feast of His Ascension He may truly lead 
“captivity captive” with Him into glory. 








Ceramics for May 


Two attractive ceramic items which would 
make appreciated May gifts for weddings, or- 
dinations, graduations, Religious Profession, 
First Holy Communions. A Holy Spirit holy 
water font in delicately glazed white porcelain 
with gold trim. 4% x 5% in. $1.50. Smaller 
size $1.00 





In soft pastel shades of pink, blue, white, green, 
cream and yellow this font has the traditional 
symbolism of the hart drinking from the fountain. 
Same size as the other. $1.50 each. 


St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers: The most 

beautiful of all months, the 
month of May, is dedicated to the 
most beautiful of all God’s creatures, 
our Blessed Mother. On the 13th of 
May all the members of the League 
will join in honoring her as Our 
Lady of the most Blessed Sacrament, 
who is your special patroness. You 
will be showing your love for Our 
Lady in many ways during her 
month and on this special Feast, 
but the best gift that you can give 
her is Jesus. That means going to 
Holy Mass and receiving Holy Com- 
munion in her honor, and when 
Jesus comes into your heart in Holy 
Communion, offering Him to Mary 
with great love and gratitude. This will please her more than any other 
gift you could give. 

All the Little Lovers will want to say a special prayer on that day, 
too, that the League may increase in members, and especially in love 
for Jesus in the Most Blesged Sacrament. A new member would also 
be a wonderful gift for our Blessed Mother. Ask one of your friends if 
he or she would like to join the League. As Knights and Handmaids of 
the Blessed Sacrament, you should have a great longing to make Jesus 
better known and loved, and to make up for all the sins committed 
against Him. We will be happy to hear from you, telling us how you 
chose to honor our Blessed Mother on this special Feast day and during 
the month of May. 


PRACTICE: Imitate Our Lady’s charity towards others by being kind 
in thought, word and action. 


ASPIRATION: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, pray for us. 





Our Lady’s Altar Boy 


JIM whistled a merry tune as he walked home from school on a 
beautiful spring day in May. He was about as proud of himself as a boy 
could be. Sister Martha had just appointed him to serve Mass for the 
fourth week in a row, and anybody could see that this meant he was the 
best server in the school. Most of the other fellows were lucky to serve 
one week a month. “Bet the others are envying me,” thought Jim, “I’m 
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the only one who can give this kind of a gift to our Blessed Mother— 
‘Jim Johnson, server every morning during the month of May.’ That 
sounds wonderful! Well, I must admit I really do a pretty good job 
of serving. Even Father John said I recite the Latin perfectly.” 


Jim found it a little hard to concentrate on his homework that night. 
He felt tired and he would be getting up early to serve the six o’clock 
Mass. His thoughts were still on the honor he had received. Then a 
strange thing happened. Jim suddenly found himself vested in his 
black cassock and in the new surplice that everyone admired. But he 
just couldn’t figure out what kind of a Church he was in. Then, he 
heard a deep voice calling his name: “James Francis Johnson, altar-boy.” 
At the same time he saw a venerable old man before him. “I am St. 
Peter,” he said. “I see you wish to enter the court of heaven. But 
first I must examine your record.” Jim managed to gasp and say: “I’m 
sure you’ll find it in order, St. Peter. I’m the best altar boy in St. 
Edward’s parish. I’ve served over one thousand Masses... 

St. Peter was leafing through his big book. He looked at Jim out 
of the corner of his eye, and with a very serious look on his face, he said: 
“One thousand Masses! Why, I have only twenty well-served Masses 
recorded. Let me check the book of shortcomings. Ah, here we have 
the record. James Johnson, guilty of vanity a thousand times. One 
hundred and forty times you picked out the best surplice for yourself 
and left the poorer one for your partner; fifty times you quarreled about 
this. Two hundred times you took the place of the senior at serving, 
although the pastor had ordered you to change off with your companion. 
Two hundred and fifty times, on feast days and at other times when the 
church was crowded, you thought, ‘How the people must admire me 
when I serve so well! How much better I do than the other fellows! I 
sure look wonderful in this cassock and sugplice!’” St. Peter went on 
and on. Poor Jim looked up with pleading eyes, but St. Peter continued: 
“Guilty of looking around during Mass many times; hurrying through the 
Confiteor; not paying attention at the Consecration; seven hundred genu- 
flections made hastily. For the twenty Masses you served devoutly and 
humbly, you will have twenty degrees of glory in heaven. The good that 
can be found in the other nine hundred and eighty Masses increases this 
number to thirty degrees of glory. Now James, this will be your 
penance: One week in purgatory for each badly served Mass...” 


“Jim, Jim! haven’t you finished that homework yet? You should 
have been in bed an hour ago!” Dazed, Jim looked up to see his mother 
standing where St. Peter had been a minute before. Then he realized to 
his great relief that it was all a dream. “Whew!” he sighed, “that was 
some nightmare!” “What are you talking about?” his mother asked. 
“No wonder you can’t study when you’re always thinking about other 
things.” 

Kneeling at the foot of the altar the next morning, Jim asked our 
Blessed Mother to help him to be a really good server. He knew now 
that it didn’t matter what others thought of him, if only he tried his best 
to please God. This is what Our Lady would want most. Yes, he was 
really going to try to be Mary’s best altar boy! “And, Blessed Mother,” 
whispered Jim, “I’m sure glad it was just a dream!” 


32 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 









Keep Mary 
in Your Heart 


by keeping Mary before your eyes with these three lovely por- 
trayals of the gentle Virgin — Handmaid of the Lord, the Immaculate 
Conception and Virgin of Virgins. In black and white or delicate 
sepia-tone and each approximately 3144 x 5% inches, you may have 
all three for just 10¢. 

Over 30 different HOLY PICTURES in black and white print of 
our Blessed Mother, besides many beautiful prayers and inspiring 
leaflets to keep you close to Mary—and to Jesus through Mary—all 
the year round. For just 50¢ we will send you a package of these 
Holy Pictures and Leaflets—sixty in all, including timely prayers to 
the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit, to St. Joseph—Patron of Workers 
(May 1) and St. Rita, whose feast is May 22. 


Devotions to Saint Joseph Saint Rita, Advocate of the 

Put your trust in the saint Impossible & Saint Dymphna, 
God Himself chose to be His Patron of Mental Disorders 
ers, the support of families, and Revised booklet on St. Rita to 
the patron of a happy death. include the courageous young 
childhood protector. 64 pages Virgin-Martyr. Both are inspir- 
of prayers and devotions for all ing models for imitation and 
occasions to the model of labor- powerful helpers in need. 


Planning a New Home? 


Then before you approach the altar on that grace-laden day, be 
sure to consult the Master Builder, for “unless the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain that build it.”” Our booklet, United in Christ, 
gives a fine explanation of the sacrament of matrimony and its doc- 
trinal aspects as well as sound advice for building your future home 
and family on the sure rock of your Catholic Faith. 

A companion to the above booklet is Why Not Make Your Home 
Ideal? Good for newly-weds, it is even better for couples already in 
the midst of the problems and joys discussed here of forming in their 
children good habits of prayer and work and of peaceful, loving family 
relations. 


Each booklet 15¢. Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





















Do you recognize a favorite Benedictine Booklet in the 
above title? A perfect choice for May, it is — “To Jesus through 
Mary” — in the Zulu language. 

The “Kujesu Ngomaria” booklet is now bringing to the 
Catholics in Basutoland, Africa, the inspiring message of St. Grignon 
De Montfort’s True Devotion to Mary. It is a translation of our 
booklet by an Oblate Missionary of Mary Immaculate—a painstaking 
project of six years. 

Was it worth all the effort? Our missionary thought so, 
for he was convinced that this booklet would help to spread untold 
enlightenment and blessings of true Catho- 
lic devotion to the Christians of his new 
home. And the EFFORT needed in prepar- 
ing his translation is quite evident from the 
finished product with pages filled from top 
to bottom with words such as: “Othende- 
kayo, ngiyazidela, ugakhathaseki, ezinjeng- 
amaphupho, nasezinhluphekweni, etc., etc.” 

(We regret that we are unable to fill orders 
for this edition as we have only our own 
English edition in stock!) 

But no effort can be too great to bring 
the message of “To Jesus through Mary” 
to others, whether they be in’ Africa or-right 
here in America. From earliest times, Mary 
has ever been portrayed with Jesus in her arms, to teach us that we 
do not receive Jesus except through her. If we do not go to Mary, 
our longing to find Jesus, to receive Him, to know Him, to possess 
Him, will be vain. Let us seek Mary’s loving mediation then, in order 
that we may attain a closer union with Jesus, her Son. 


Other inspiring Mary booklets in our Benedictine collec- 
tion are: Devotion to Mary, Under Mary’s Mantle, Mysteries of Mary, 
The Rosary—My Treasure, Communion Devotions with Mary and 
Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all Mary’s feasts — all priced 
at 15¢ except the last, which is 25¢. Complete set postpaid, $1.25. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








